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Origines

Samuel Roger tells us how his business, Origines — housed on
the site of a reclaimed factory and farm in the French countryside
— came to be the premier source of marble fireplaces, stone

garden ernaments and othel prized architectural dnthmtles;;‘




45-minute  train ride from

Paris’s Gare Montparnasse to

the small station of Houdan, a
10-minute drive through an unassuming
residential stretch, a brief swing around
the highway, and you are at Le Four &
Chaux, a former tile factory and grain farm
that is now home to Origines, France's
primary source for architectural salvage
and a treasure trove of antiquities and
discoveries. Barns are filled with artfully
displayed fireplaces in marble, stone, wood
and granite, ranging in date from the 15th
through the 20th century, adorned with
paneling, vases, sculptures and mirrors and
placed on antique terracotta tiles, intricate

parquet and oak floorboards. The gardens

s&nuot Roger, of Origines, sits at an Eefo
Saarinen Tulip table In his private study in

are filled with fountains, basins, benches,
statues and even a 19th-century stone folly
shipped over from England.

“This piece is a bit crazy,” says Samuel

. Roger, the founder and owner of Origines,

gesturing at the folly. “But I love finding
these kinds of things.”

Roger, who grew up in the area, devel-
oped an interest in salvaging architecturally
significant antiquities after his father started
a building-materials-reclamation  business
in 1981, just as Roger finished an art history
degree in Paris. “His business was more about
roof tiles, antique bricks and pavers, wood
beams, that kind of thing, but he did get some
old fireplaces, which I was immediately inter-

ested in,” Roger explains.

TALKING POINT

Louis XIV limestone
fireplace, 17th century
“Qur most expensive item. this is a

French national treasure. It dates to
1652 and comes originally from the

Chateaw de Grignan.”

In 1992, at 24, he decided to create
his own business, specializing in antique
fireplaces and flooring, garden ornaments
and sculpture. The idea, he says, was to offer
“a one-stop shop for renovation if you were
looking for this sort of thing.” Today, Origines
is a major player in the architectural antiques
market — among his clients are interior
designers Jean-Louis Deniot, Rose Tarlow
and Robert Couturier — and Roger is a
world authority on French fireplace mantels
(he has written a book, Cheminées Frangaises,
on the topic). “I learned on the job, having
hundreds, even thousands of objects pass
through my hands,” he says. “It's the best

school.” — Roslyn Suleas
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