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A PRIMER ON MANTELS
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B antels, sometimes referred 1o as fireplace sur-
mum'li e nlh;rl.lhrfuulljmuu of a room, so their anistry is critical. Man-
[8ls ard@atedin on@B three distinet methods: carving, casting or cut-
ting. Caned I;l'l-'.ll'l[l.'lﬁ_-ﬂ:,ﬂ.' fashioned from woods such as oak, cherry or
Walnut. CEERSIone nilillels are made of man-made composites derived
ffim limesf®ne or siillr materials, Cut stone mantels are chiseled from
solid stone, including marble, granite or limestone. A small percentage of
mantels are made of other materials, such as mirmGr or wrought iron.

Rare indeed are mantels made of scagliola. The scagliola technique
clates 1o the baroque period when seventeenth-century stonemasons de-
vised a method for combining marble chips (scaglia in Talian) with sta-
bilizing agents and pigments, forming a paste that could be molded,
carved and finished. The technigque was mostly forgotten until eight years
ago when Thierny Frangois of Stone Age Designs found a candlestick




